
Dr. Rosa Maria Taylor Banks, has been 
employed by the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
since 1967.  She served Oakwood College, now 
Oakwood University, for 22 years as a professor, 
department head, executive assistant to the 

president, and vice president for Administration and Development and Enrollment 
Services, the latter being a first for a woman at Oakwood. 

She was called to the General Conference World Headquarters in 1989 to become 
the first female general field secretary and director of the Office of Human Relations. 
When the North American Division was created in 1990, her office was transferred 
to the Division where she served for 16 years. During her tenure as director of 
Human Relations she helped to create Women’s Ministries, Disabilities Ministries, 
the Dispute and Conciliation procedures, the Sexual Misconduct Policy, and nine 
other policies and guidelines of the Church that were voted in Annual Councils and 
year-end meetings. 

Banks’ election as an associate secretary of the North American Division in 1990 
distinguished her as the Division’s first female officer. In 2005 she was elected as an 
associate secretary of the General Conference, the first woman to hold this position 
in the Church’s then 142-year history. She is one of three women serving as officers 
in General Conference administration today. 

She currently serves as the liaison between the General Conference and the East-
Central Africa, West-Central Africa, and Southern Africa-Indian Ocean divisions, 
which include 56 countries and are home to six million Adventists.  She also serves 
as liaison between the General Conference and the Adventist University of Africa 
and coordinates the Church’s Speakers’ Bureau. She has served as director of 
Registration for the General Conference Session 2010 and will serve in that same 
capacity for the 2015 Session.

Banks is an author, policy developer, workshop and seminar presenter, preacher, 
immediate past president of Operation ReachBack, Inc., and immediate past 
treasurer of the Council on Service and Leadership. She is married to Halsey, a 
retiree of the General Conference. They are the proud parents of three young adults, 
Kevin, Karmala, and Marcellus and the grandparents of five young girls,  Kai Bailey, 
Faith Johnson, Phoenix Johnson, Shona Stewart and Keanna Bailey. 
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